36               JOHtf GKEENLEAF WHITTIER          [CHAP.

night Attack " is a narrative of adventure with the
Indians on the Kennebec River in 1722, on the part of
Captain Harmon and thirty forest rangers. "The
Human Sacrifice " records the escape of a young white
girl from Indians, who are terrified by rumbling noises
that proceed from a carbonate concealed in the rocks;
this suggesting the " Great Carbuncle " of Hawthorne.
All these themes, it will be noticed, are American and
local, and hence desirable as selections; but the talent
of the author was not precociously mature, like that of
Hawthorne, nor did he continue in the same direction.
Yet so far as the selection of the themes went, his
work was a contribution to the rising school of native
literature.

Aubrey de Vere once wrote to Tennyson that Sara
Coleridge, daughter of the poet, had said to him that
" However inferior the bulk of a young man's poetry
may be to that of the poet when mature, it generally
possesses some passages with a special freshness of
their own, and an inexplicable charm to be found in
them alone." It is just this quality which seems
wanting in the earliest poems of "Whittier. As we
may observe in his youthful action a certain element
of ordinary self-seeking and merely personal ambition
which utterly vanishes in mature life, so there was, at
that time, in Ms verses, an essentially commonplace
quality which he himself recognised at a later time by
Ms destruction of the volumes. Happy is he who has
only this fault to deal with, and has no tinge of coarse-
ness or mere frivolity for which to blush; and from
all such elements Whittier was plainly free. Never-
theless, it must always remain one of the most curious
facts in his intellectual Mstory, that his first poetical